MODERN INFIDELITY.                        15
possible gradation of departure from Christian truth, ranging from the indififerentism which still admits of a nominal connection with the Church, to a fanatical and aggressive hatred of all that belongs to it; from a Pilate's tone of haughty despite, to blasphemous mockery; or from the learned investigator and critic, who with immense diligence and acuteness endeavors to reduce all the Divine elements in Scripture to mere natural phenomena produced by human historical agencies, down, to the shallow journalist, who is fain to widen his circle of readers by piquant mockery of all " orthodoxy " and "methodisra."   Essentially the same tendency of thought is represented by that critic who, as the result of the long conflict, would have us substitute the new faith (by Messrs. Lessing and Darwin) for the old faiili^ but who, forsooth, ardently desires to see tlie old order of society preserved at least until his eyes are closed, as well as by those fanatical enemies of the present social order, who already anticipate the logical results of . the " new belief," i. e., a chaos formed by the destruction of society's present frame-work, of all the ideal elements of life, even of the worship of art-heroes still left to us by Strauss, and the proclamation of a gospel of the flesh which, shall teach, man to cultivate naught but the palpable and sensuous.
If, in view of these increasingly radical and threat-